XLIV
to

I AM sorry that at your age your health should
be so uncertain; perhaps you are not so well
because you are in too good ; as long as
you were travelling and not in such high con-
dition, your health was good, excepting that ill-
ness which you suffered shortly before you left
us, and which I trust you will not bring back by
too violent exercise, or in any other way. What
you write in jest about a wife, I take seriously,
Be not too confident in your firmness; more cau-
tious men than you are sometimes caught- For
my part, I should be glad if you wc?rc caught,
that so you might give to your country like
yourself Whatever is to happen in the matter,
I pray God it may turn out well and happily for
you. You see with what high              our friend

Wotton has                         this peril; his bold-

ness seems to convitft you of cowardice. Destiny
has a good deal to do with the matter* so you
must not suppose that by your own foresight
you can so conduit it as to be entirely happy,
and that all shall turn out as you desire.
If that which you write, of the             why the

Spaniards hate you, not convince your coun-
trymen that you should be on your guard against
them, it will be vain for any 111*111 to try to per*
suade them No doubt your Englishmen dream
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